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On the Reconstructions of Xian Shé Cognates in
Proto Min and Related Issues

. %k
Wu Rui-wen

Abstract

This paper aims to reconstruct the proto finals of Xién She in proto Min
by comparative method and analysis of phonological strata. Norman (1981)
proposed whole proto Min finals, which is a good foundation for us to explore
further. According to Norman (1981), the proto forms of Xidn Shé are as
follows: *om F§&HF , *op f5 ,*am & ,*am =85 E{ ,*ap & ,*ap K ,*iam $H
By *iap $% ,*em BhJES *ep b ,*iam,*iap.?

The finals show several important phenonena: 1. The Yang-sheng category
of Xiadn Shé Grade I has three kinds of phononogical correspondence: *-om,
*.am and *-am. However, by contrast, the Ru-sheng category of Xian She
Grade 1 has only two kinds of correspondence: *-op and *-ap. 2. Xian She
Grade II has only one kind of correspondence: *-ap, which is reconstructed
by one cognate. 3. Xian Shé Grade Il has two kinds of correspondence, i.e.
*-jam/*-iap and *-iam/*-iap. The correspondences show a systematic parallel
of Yang-sheng and Ru-sheng categories. 4. Xian Shé Grade IV has only one
kind of correspondence, i.e. *-em/*-ep. To begin with, different Grades of Xian
Sh¢ have different correspondences. This phenomenon shows that there are
diachronic strata in proto Min. The first question is to clarify the earlier strata
and later strata. Then, the proto finals *-em/*-ep suggest that the phononogical
structure of Xian She¢ Grade- IV of Middle Chinese does not contain any
medium element. This issue is also under debate. In addition, are there more

strata lie in every Grade of Xian Sheé? The questions mentioned above are

*  Wu Rui-wen, research fellow, Institute of Linguistics, Academia Sinica.



SRESC / Fn P AATRIRE s 7 A EEH S AHRR R 161

worth to explore.

In this paper, based on Norman’s work, I will reconstruct proto Min by the
extending dialectal material and the strict bottom-up method. My conclution
indicates: 1. According to the correspondences of proto Southern Min, proto
Eastern Min and proto Northern Min, I reconstruct nine kinds of proto finals
for Xian She in proto Min. Among nine finals, five of them are accepted form
Norman’s reconstruction and three of them are my opinion. Meanwhile, I
modified Norman’s *-em/*-ep as *-aim/*-aip. 2. From the perspective of
Chinese historical phonology, proto Min possesses several phononogical
distinctions, such as the contrast of Grade I double rhymes, the contrast of
Grade II double rhymes and the contrast of Grade I and Grade IV . The
contrast of Grade II double rhymes conforms to Qia Xia Zhi Bié (&~
A1) recorded by Middle Chinese documentation. It suggests that one of the
colloquial stratum in proto Min is descended from Old Jiang Dong dialect of
the Six Dynasties period.

Keywords: proto Min, comparative method, Xian She, Qia Xia Zhi Bié,
historical linguisticas






