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A Study on the Applications of Internet Technology
in English Terminology Translated into Chinese
— A Case Study of Chemical Term Translations

Ching-Lung Lin  Jung-Sheng Lin

Abstract

Academic terms are words or compound words that are given specific
meanings in academic contexts. English is the main language that academia
communicate their research results; therefore many academic terms appear
first in English and need to be translated into Chinese when used in Chinese
communication. In Taiwan, the National Academy for Educational Research
(NAER) is in charge of the translation of academic terms. For each academic
field, NAER invites 8 to 20 experts to organize a review and translation
committee to collect terminologies and translations.

In recent years, Internet technologies, like search engines, online
dictionaries, data bases, electronic journals, and books are developing
rapidly. How are the collections and translation of academic terms influenced
by these new technologies? What are the applications of these technologies
to the academic terms collections and/or translations? Which applications
meet the needs of translators who translate academic terms? The answers to
these questions can enhance translation efficiency of academic terms. This
research uses text analysis and observations methods to study the translation
of chemical terms.

The major findings are as follows: the websites of International Union of
Pure and Applied Chemistry, American Chemical Society, and the Spectral

Database for Organic Compounds, the Electrochemistry Encyclopedia,
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and the Chemistry Glossary and Dictionary could be the main sources for
collecting new chemical terms. The NAER’s website on academic terms,
Google, and Wikipedia could be used to check correct spelling, understand
the meaning of terminology, and to ensure consistent translation. With
regard to the promotion of translated terms, the websites could provide users
integration, enabling them to use the function easily.

Finally, some suggestions about the application of Internet technologies

on the translation of academic terms and further studies were given.

Keywords: Academic Terms Translation, Internet Technology,

Chemical Terms
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