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Calls from Faraway Lands: A Study on
Overseas Travel Texts in Grades 1-9
Mandarin Textbooks for Elementary School

Shi-Ru Chen

This study contains case studies on Mandarin textbooks by the publishers Nan
I, Kang Hsuan, and Han Lin that have each been revised thrice based on the
curricula for Grades 1-9. This study found that the number of travel texts about
places abroad were diverse in their format and places featured, reflecting the
richness and spontaneity of contemporary travel. The works of Chu Shih-Ying
are most commonly included in these textbooks. Although his texts, when read
in their entirety, center around the meaning of travel, they can easily appear
moralizing after being abridged. The works of Gui Wen-Ya, an author of chil-
dren’s literature, are the next most common. Gui’s writing style is rich in child-
like innocence, charm, and imagination. These travel writings in the textbooks
contain ambiguity, feature children as travelers, and are written by authors of
children’s literature. The mood is one in which travel is associated with taking a
holiday, brimming with vibrancy and light-hearted joy. However, some texts also
featured solemn contemplation on travel by adult characters; such a theme of
introspection has been prevalent in the Taiwanese travel literature since the
1990s.
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