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One-Guideline-One-Version Textbook
Contention: A Critique and Analysis

Yung-Sheng Ou

Toward the end of 2006 the Taipei City Government Department of Edu-
cation announced its stance of “one-guideline-one-version policy for Taipei
City, Taipei County, and Keelung” and joint sponsorship of basic skills
achievement tests for junior high school students. The issue has become a
source of contention between the one-guideline-one-version group in one
camp versus the one-guideline-multiple-versions group in the other.

By way of analysis of Taiwan’s social and historical developments and the
political environments of educational reforms in the last ten-plus years, this
paper has attempted to analyze the bone of this textbook policy contention. It
was found that the so-called one-version vs. multiple-versions textbook policy
is best analyzed from a political perspective. The Democratic Progressive Party
(DDP) and the Kuomingtang Party (IKMT) have vied intensively for control of
constituent votes, especially in regard to education and curriculum policy.
Specifically, the rivalry between the two political parties lies in “Chinese-ized
education” versus “Taiwan subjectivity-oriented education.” In essence, the
contention manifests a fierce struggle for power between the two political par-
ties. This paper has served to analyze the intricate complexities entailed in this
textbook version contention. It has also explicated the implications of the
contention for curriculum policy making.

Keywords: one-guideline-one-version, textbook policy
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Is ‘One-Guideline-One-Version’ Policy a Panacea?
—Reconceptualization of ‘Textbook’

Shu-Ching Chou

The policy of one-guideline-multiple-versions is built on the principle of
deregulation, the baseline of educational reform in Taiwan over the past dec-
ade, but it has been criticized since its implementation. However, the problems
resulted from the implementation of the policy more than the policy itself.
Under the Grades 1-9 Curriculum Guidelines, curriculum articulation and en-
trance exams are thought to be the main problems of the textbook policy. To
solve these problems, Taipei county and Taipei city governments plan to im-
plement a ‘one-version’ policy.

There are plenty of arguments from different camps about textbook policy,
but unless out-dated concepts about textbooks are revised, the debate will be
pointless. This article first analyzes the positive and negative opinions of the
one-guideline-multiple-versions policy, and points out some fallacies in
‘one-version’ policy, then argues for the reconceptualization of textbooks—
textbooks could be various forms of school books, the textbook is not only
the text for reading, and the textbook doesn’t have to be a traditional
well-organized student book.

How could one textbook guide students to know the fast-changing world or
enhance the development of the student mind? Only when the concept of
‘textbook’ is revised, will the meaningless dispute about one or multiple ver-
sions end, and alternative textbooks developed.

Keywords: textbooks and curriculum, policy of one-guideline-multiple-versions,
use of textbooks
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Developing Technological Problem Solving
Activities Based on a Functional Model

Yu-Shan Chang

This paper aimed to develop technological problem solving activities from a
functional model. After discussing technological problem solving activities in
junior high school technology textbooks, the main findings were: (1)A linear
model of technological problem solving often served as the basis for those ac-
tivities; (2)Less use of scaffolding was made to support student learning;
(3)Less creative thinking skills were taught; (4)The importance of redesign was
not emphasized; (5)The class discussion focused little on experiences and
processes of technological problem solving. Based on textbook analysis and
literature reviews, a functional model of technological problem solving was
proposed. Then an exemplar of technological problem solving activities was
designed accordingly.
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The Analysis and Comparison of Punctuation
Teaching Content in Grades 1-9 Curriculum
Mandarin Textbook
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Punctuation is the expression of cordiality; that’s important in written lan-
guage. It may express the tone of article as well as allow the expression to be
more complete. Therefore, we can’t neglect the deep influence of punctuation
on reading and writing. The foundation for punctuation is laid in the elemen-
tary school. How punctuation is taught in elementary school textbooks can
have a great effect on student studies. This research will point of reorganizing
and analyzing the three editions’ textbooks, then comprehending the advan-
tages and disadvantages, that can’t only give some advice for textbooks’ editors,
but improve the students’ studying effects, reading and writing abilities.
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