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Abstract

It was not until 2016 that Taiwan has started to formulate the Youth Education and
Employment Saving Accounts Program. Applying Kingdon’s (1984) multiple streams
approach, the study firstly investigates the policy process of the program. The findings
indicate that students usually entered universities right after school graduation without
having a chance for self-exploration. And the reform of higher education has led to
the dilution of university degrees. These became problem issues for the government.
Incorporating different policy communities of administrative ministries, legislative
divisions, schools and industries, the ruling party facilitated the program creation.
Various projects and accompanying measures were drafted for the program. Playing the
role of policy entrepreneur, the minister of education triggered the program. When the
aforementioned streams of problem, politics and policy merged, the program thereafter
was launched in 2017. Secondly, the study aimed to explore the program participation.
Methods such as interviews and analysis of statistics, documents and literature, were
employed. The study shows that the program applicants in the workplace did not reach
the expected amount. Additionally, the magnitude of students entering the track of
workplace was much greater than that of students choosing to continue education. It also
revealed the inequalities of social classes. Finally, the implications of the study for the
program evaluation and betterment were provided.
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