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Emperor Cheng of Han (reign from 32 BC to 7 BC) commanded Liu Xiang (79
B.C-8 B.C) to proof- read and catalogue the collection of the imperial library. He
compilated 20 books of the Abstracts (Bielu | §% ) and the set was later considered
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the first Chinese Bibliography. During the reign of Emperor Xuan of Han (reign from
74 BC-49 BC), Liu taught at the Stone Canal Pavilion 5 ZE ¥ as a scholar of Guliang
%42 | analyzing the content of Gongyang /= and Guliang and examining the virtue
and dispute of these two commentaries in detail. The influence of Gongyang and Zuo
Zhuan /7 {& were constantly reflected in Liu Xiang’s works such as the New Prefaces
(Xinxu #1 ¥ ), Garden of Stories (Shuoyuan % ) and the Biographies of Exemplary
Women %] 27 {#. According to The Treatise on the Five Elements 71 {7 & of Han Shu
% &, Liu’s anomalies theory could be traced to Hong Fan it #j of Shang Shu 4 &.
In addition, Liu Xiang was well versed in the study of Classic of Poetry (Shijing %
#% ) and also exceled in Classic of Changes (Yijing % #% ). His achievement made him
indispensable to the interpretation and advocation of Confucian classics in western Han.
Liu Xiang’s interpretation of the Spring and Autumn Annals ZfkE was instrumental to
the development of Confucian classics in Han dynasty. This paper gathered the ideas and
assertions of Liu Xiang on the Spring and Autumn Annals from existing records. The
ultimate goal was to interpret and elaborate on the findings either through the consensual
definition of the three commentaries on the Spring and Autumn Annals or explore the
potential of contrasting views expressed in the commentaries which may shed new light
on Liu Xiang’s philosophy. After thorough inspection, in was clear Liu Xiang never
composed any book on the study of Spring and Autumn Annals. The books compilated
in Qing dynasty on Liu Xiang’s Guliang Zhuang should be categorized as anomalies
theories. Liu Xiang valued the historians’ records in Zuo Zhuang and often cited the
political views or concepts presented in Gongyang and Guliang. As a matter of fact, He
preferred the definition of Gongyang over Guliang on many accounts and referred to
Gongyang in his own works far more frequent than Guliang. The finding was quite a
surprise as Liu was most commonly known as a scholar of Guliang. In conclusion, Liu
Xiang’s study of the Spring and Autumn Annals encompassed the content of all three
commentaries and provided a comprehensive overview. He should not to mistaken as
just a scholar of the Guliang commentary. In which case, Liu Xiang’s contribution to the
interpretation of the historians’ records and the moral of the Spring and Autumn Annals

was greatly underrated.
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