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The investigation of how to apply empathy in
Character ducation with picture books

Hsiang-Min He
Director of Academic Affairs' at Bao-Shih Primary School

Abstract

The purpose of this study is the investigation of how to apply empathy in character
education and cognition, affection and attitude of the teaching effect with picture books.
Adopting quasi-experiments research, extracting a total of 43 students in two classes in
fourth grade of the Hsin-Chu County a elementary school in 96 school year to live as the
experimental group.Students (22 person) in experimental group take once a week, each
time two classes, ten weeks altogether 20 classes of character education curriculum with
picture books, while students (21 person ) in control group do not apply any experimental
treatment. The experimental program adopted child empathy scale for quantified research
tool, conducting pre-test and post-test. It also takes “unit feedback form” and “students’
opinion questionnaire after-class” as children’ s point of view toward apply empathy in
character education with pictures books.In teacher’ s part, using “reflection notes” to

support quantified data analyzing.

The main conclusion of this research is as follows:
1. In the quantitative aspect : Picture books teaching activities for fourth grade elementary
school students in emotional, cognitive and behavior empathy of three dimensions,

experimental group is higher than control group apparently.

2. In the qualitative aspect : Students give highly evaluations toward” apply character
education curriculum with picture books” , In addition to holding positive attitude
toward “empathy ~ picture books teaching, they have shown a strong thirst for

knowledge and learning heart.
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Finally, based on the result of research, proposing recommendations for the relevant units

as a reference material.

Keywords : character education, picture books teaching, empathy
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