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From the “Middle School Voluntary
Access Experimental Program™ to
“the National Twelve-year Basic
Education System”

Chuing Prudence Chou* Yu Min Liu** J. H. Joanne Hu***

Abstract

The extension of school years has been one of the major educational
reform motives of Taiwan to reduce the pressure from entrance
examinations over the last two decades. This paper is discussing how the
“National Twelve-year Basic Education System” can learn from the lesson
of the “Self-Voluntary Learning Program” or “Middle School Voluntary
Access to Experimental Program” (MSVAEP) executed in 1990-2003.
Firstly, the study examines the policy origin, development and outcomes
of the MSVAEP in the 1990s. Secondly, the authors discuss the historical
development of the TBEP since 1983 and how it will be implemented
throughout the country in 2014. The paper will further compare these
two important education reform policies and pinpoint how the current
TBEP policy should take MSVAEP for reference. Recommendations and
suggestions are included for policy making.
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