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The Development of Technical and
Vocational Education in Macao—From
Colonial Time to Today

Chin Wen Pai* Ta Wei Lee** Shao Tzu Lin***

Abstract

This paper studies the development of Macao Technical and Vocational
Education by a document analysis within its history context. Due to
colonial background, it was developed in a unique style. In the past
years Macao education is of multicultural character, and relies on
external resources. But after Macao’s return to China, a local awareness
is encouraged. To compete with higher education of China, Hong Kong,
Taiwan and Portugal, Macao government is offering higher subsidies
for private schools, and implementing a 15-year free education. Eight
years before the Returning Macao government still regarded technical
and vocational education as supplement training until 1999 that was.
strengthened the formality by applying Macao education law to non-
tertiary education system and defined as the secondary education within
formal education. Today, its development is also tied up with Macao’s
diversified industries with an emphasis on program optimization and
industry-university cooperation. However Taiwan Technical and Vocational
education with its experience from the colonial period has successfully
promoted and diversified, its policy could be taken by Macao government
into consideration. Reversely, the development of Macao’s education
experiences including Chinese, Portugal, and English System could help
Taiwan to better its policy and deserved to obesrve.
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