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ABSTRACT

In 2006 Program for International Student Assessment (PISA), the reading literacy level of
students in Taiwan ranked 16 among 56 countries. Our ranking is not as good as that of our
performance in math and science literaCy. In Taiwan, the reading literacy education in middle
school is deeply influenced by the scores of Junior-High-School Basic Literacy Tests (JBLT). This
research analyzed the questions given in Chinese literacy tests among the 16 JBLT during 2001 to
2008. Using the method of content analysis, we contrasted the levels of questions given in
Chinese literacy tests in JBLT with the PISA reading literacy levels. Based on our analysis and
discussions, we give some suggestions to Taiwan’s reading literacy education for middle school.

KEY WORD: Reading literacy, Junior-High-School Basic Literacy Tests,

Nine-Year Compulsory Curriculum
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