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A Pilot Study on Gamification in English Classes for
the Ninth-Graders

Wei-xiang Chen
Graduate Student, In-service Master Program of Curriculum and Instruction,

National Taichung University of Education

Abstract

The world village has formed today. English as a world-widely used
language is emphasized in education of many countries. In Taiwan, that the
bimodal distribution of students’ English learning performance is quite
serious. Students aren’t engaged in English-learning. It, however, is common
to find out students’ interests in games, so the researcher wonders if it works
to apply games to English teaching. Therefore, the followings are the
purposes of this pilot study: (1) to explore the obstacles encountered during
the application of gamification in English class, and find the possible
solutions. (2) to know the feedback and suggestions given by the students
toward the application of gamification in English class.

There were 26 ninth-graders participating in this study. The teaching
period contained four classes, 180 minutes in total. Through the teacher’s
teaching reflection and the students’ feedback, the qualitative data was
collected and analyzed.

The inducted findings were discussed in two aspects: (1) the obstacles

and possible solutions of gamification in English classes, (2) the feedback
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and suggestions from the students. As the references of future related

researches on gamification as a teaching strategy, several notes were also

raised.

Keywords : English teaching, gamification strategy, Classcraft classroom

gaming system
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