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Survey on the Quality of Commercial Sunscreens
and Hair Dyes

WEI-LUN CHENG, SHOU-CHIEH HUANG, YU-PEN CHEN,
HSIU-KUAN CHOU AND HWEI-FANG CHENG

Division of Research and Analysis, TFDA

ABSTRACT

This study evaluated the quality of sunscreen and hair dye products in the retail market of Taiwan.
There were 61 samples including 31 sunscreen products and 30 hair dyes surveyed by local health
authorities from super markets, chain stores, hair salons, cosmetics stores and drug stores since May of
2015 in Taiwan. The main chemical contents in each sample were analyzed by high performance liquid
chromatography coupled with photodioarray detector. The results showed that 4 samples (6.6%) including
1 sunscreen and 3 hair dyes failed to comply with their licenses. Amount them, one was imported
and 3 were domestic products. In the labeling compliance, 2 imported hair dyes violated the labeling
requirements. Amount them, one labeled with false name to its registrated name, and the other labeled
with incomplete ingredients and purposes of product. The reports of this study had sent to local authorities

for references.

Key words: cosmetic, sunscreen, hair dye, high performance liquid chromatography





