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Educational Reform and Development in Japan seen
from the Revision of the Curriculum Guidelines

Ming-Huang Lin’

Abstract

Japan has experienced seven educational reforms since the Second World War. Eachre-
form has been achieved through a revision of the curriculum guidelines. This article
aims to explore Japan's education reform and development by means of an analysis of
the Curriculum Guiddlines. This article consists of two main parts, thefirst is an explo-
ration of the Curriculum Guidelines' revision process and the second isan analysis of the
trend and problems of reform. As results show, Japan's curriculum reform takes a top-
down style and the core of thought in educational reform is not fixed. Basically, Japan's
curriculum reforms reflect political ideologies, and its courses are the spiral process of
rise and fall of neo-conservatism and neo-liberalism.
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