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Ministry of Education
New High School Policy To Cut Dropout Rate

Students To Benefit From Gover nnent - Boar d- Teacher Under st andi ng

TORONTO, May 2 /CNW - More high school graduates, greater school
stability and increased quality for all prograns will result froma new
provi nci al high school policy, Education Mnister CGerard Kennedy said today.

"The policy was reached with the approval of the Ontario Public School
Boards' Association and the Ontari o Secondary School Teachers' Federation,”
sai d Kennedy. "Conbined with other provincial policies, it will support | ocal
col l ective bargai ning over the next several weeks."

The Student Success policy will send 1,300 new teachers into high schools
to deliver new courses and prograns. Every school will have at |east one
dedi cated student success teacher and additional course sections with smaller
class sizes in key subjects for struggling students.

The mai n enphasis of the new positions will be on supporting struggling
students. However, |ower class sizes and additional resource teachers, such
as
l'i brarians and gui dance, will benefit all students.

The governnent is also providing all boards with funding for salary
I ncreases and teacher devel opnent accounts. The conbi ned support for public
Engl i sh high schools fromnew provincial policies will be $59 mllion this
year reaching $317 mllion in 2007-08. This does not include previously
announced student success funds.

The support is contingent on four year agreenents that are within salary
gui delines and are reached by June 1, 2005. One agreenent has al ready been
tentatively reached between York Region public school board and its
3,974 teachers.
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1,300 MORE HI GH SCHOOL TEACHERS TO DELI VER NEW
STUDENT SUCCESS PCLI CY

NEW H GH SCHOOL POLI CY

By working together, the McGuinty governnent, Ontario Public School
Boards' Association and the Ontari o Secondary School Teachers' Federation
(OSSTF) have reached approval on a new provincial policy that will help
reduce
dropout rates and support | ocal collective bargaining.

The policy will provide a framework for ongoi ng | ocal negotiations
bet ween 31 district school boards and | ocal OSSTF federations.

HELP FOR STRUGGLI NG STUDENTS

The policy includes approxinmately 1,300 new teachers by 2007-08, with the
first of these teachers arriving in schools this Septenber. These teachers
wll work in Ontario's public English-1anguage high schools to deliver new
courses and prograns.

The majority of the new teaching positions will be dedicated to inproving
graduation rates (especially four-year rates) and reduci ng the nunber of
students who drop out. For exanple, special student success teachers at every
school will:

- ldentify and work with struggling students to track student progress,

- Sensitize schools to student needs,

- Help students catch up on mssing credits so they can graduate,

- Support the devel opnment of better prograns and servi ces.

School s that already have a position dedicated to hel ping struggling
students, and whose graduation rate is below the provincial average of 70 per
cent, will receiving funding allowing themto create another half-tine
position for this purpose. An estinated 30 per cent of Ontario high school
students | eave school w thout a dipl ona.

A portion of the new teaching positions may al so be used to offer nore
course sections in the foll ow ng key areas:

- Applied stream

- Local ly devel oped conpul sory credit courses,

- Wirkpl ace and/ or col |l ege preparation,

- English-as-a-second Language,

- Cooperative education rel ated courses,

- Aternative prograns (including credit recovery), wth enphasis on
grades 9 and 10 in particular.
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The mai n enphasis of the 1,300 new teaching positions will be to support
struggling students. However all students will benefit fromlower class sizes
and nore resource teachers, such as librarians and gui dance counsel |l ors.

School boards wll be required to report publicly on the use of these new
resources and the achi evenent of targets for student outcones.

LONG TERM PEACE AND STABI LI TY

The new resources in the provincial policy will be provided contingent on
| ocal collective agreenents that:
- Are for a four-year period (school years 2004-05 to 2007-08
I ncl usi ve);
- Include salary increases no greater than the provincial guidelines -
2 per cent for 2004-05, 2 per cent for 2005-06, 2.5 per cent for
2006- 07, 3 per cent for 2007-8. In consultation with school boards,
t he governnent has added a further .7%as of August 31, 2008; and,
- Are reached by June 1, 2005.

The policy includes fair and reasonable salary increases for public
Engl i sh-1 anguage hi gh school teachers that are within the provincial
gui del i nes announced | ast spring. The conbi ned support for public English
hi gh
schools fromnew provincial policies will be $59 mllion this year reaching
$317 million in 2007-08. This does not include previously announced student
success funds.

The province has also indicated to school boards and teachers'
federations that it will provide as nuch as an additional 0.5% above the
sal ary guidelines in 2006-07 and 2007-08 if rates of inflation and provincial
governnment revenues in those years are higher than predicted in the 2004
Ontari o budget.

Earlier this year, school boards were provided with funding of $512 per
teacher for teacher devel opnent accounts. This will permt boards to work
with
federations to arrive at the best arrangenents to cover expenses for
t eacher-determ ned professional devel opnent.
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For further information: Contacts: Amanda Alvaro, Mnister's Ofice,

(416) 325-2632, (416) 509-5696 (cell); WInma Davis, Conmunications Branch,
(416) 325-6730; Public Inquiries: (416) 325-2929 or 1-800-387-5514; TTY:
1-800- 263- 2892
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