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Grammatical Change Motivated by Register in
Pre-Qin Chinese: Suiran #:7R and Ranze
#RAl in Zuo Zhuan and Xunzi

Liu Cheng—hui*

Abstract

The present paper demonstrates that linguistic register was the motivation
for grammatical change in pre-Qin Chinese writings via a set of composites of
ran 2R, including suiran #EFR, ranze SR, ran’er ZR[f and ranhou 7R{%.
Register has rarely been taken into serious account in previous studies on
pre-Qin grammatical changes, but evidence from the above-mentioned
composites unveils that innovation regarding the concessive markers ran and
suiran was triggered by a shift in register. Examples from Zuo zhuan 7={H
and Xunzi AjT show that suiran and ranze were used consistently to
indicate the addresser’s agreeable, or pleasing, attitude towards the addressee
in spoken conversations. Suiran was reinterpreted as a concessive marker with
the pleasing attitude preserved in oral discourses. When it was employed in the
writing of a pseudo-oral style, however, the attitude faded out for a lack of
interpersonal communication, and the concessive marker consequently
prevailed. The evidence proves how an attitude marker was split from a
demonstrative marker, and further, into a concessive marker.

Taking this as a point of departure, the present paper proceeds to
review the drastically diverging opinions held by traditional scholars on the
grammatical functions of ran, and then proposes an integrated hypothesis on
innovation concerning the concessive ran. Through analyzing the problematic
issue of ran in pre-Qin Chinese, this paper argues for the necessity of viewing
linguistic register as a factor of grammatical change, and of equal importance,
for the justification of register grammar.

Keywords: linguistic register, grammatical change, ran %X, demonstrative
marker, attitude marker, concessive marker, pre-Qin Chinese

*  Liu Cheng-hui, professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Tsing Hua University.





