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Abstract

This study aims to explore the differences between the natural development-oriented
education of Jean-Jacques Rousseau (1712~1778) and the state-centered education of Plato
(B.C. 429- B.C. 347), and to analyze the implications for Taiwan’s Curriculum Guidelines of
the 12-Year Basic Education (2019 Curriculum Guidelines). Emile, or On Education by
Rousseau emphasized a child-centered approach and reverence for nature, whereas The
Republic by Plato focused on national interests, asserting that education should serve the state.
In today’s VUCA (Volatile, Uncertain, Complex, and Ambiguous) world, education faces
unprecedented challenges. How can we balance individual development with national
interests, while preserving the original intention and humanistic spirit of education? This
study proposes reflections and suggestions: 1. Embracing the complementarity of Rousseau
and Plato’s educational philosophies: Embodying the spirit of “holistic education”. 2. “MOE-
mandated curriculum” and “School-developed curriculum” reflect the educational tension
between society and the individual. 3. Curriculum design should be based on “amour de soi”,
guided by healthy “amour-propre”, and oriented toward the “general will” with rational
“virtue”. 4. It is crucial to allocate social resources equitably and balance individual needs and
collective values. 5. In childhood, it is essential to emphasize “amour de soi” and promote the
harmonious development of the soul by reducing competitive pressures. In adolescence, it is
important to balance “amour-propre” and cultivate the moral virtue of justice. 6. It is pivotal
to strengthen digital literacy, media literacy, international education, and sustainable
development to enhance global competitiveness. This study aspires to respond to future trends
of globalization, sustainable development, and the digital revolution of artificial intelligence
by enhancing students’ problem-solving abilities and realizing a vision of “holistic education”
oriented toward the cultivation of future civic competence.

Keywords: natural development education, state-centered education, 2019 Curriculum
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