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New Discussion on Curriculum Guidelines:
Inclusion of Southeast Asian History

Hong-Hua Chen

With the considerable increase in the number of new immigrants, migrant
workers, and international students from Southeast Asia, Taiwan’s relationship
with Southeast Asia has become increasingly intimate. Additionally, considering
Taiwan’s geogtraphical proximity to Southeast Asia, Taiwanese students should
have a basic understanding of their neighboring countries. Therefore, this paper
proposes a course syllabus for Southeast Asian history. In addition to introduc-
ing Southeast Asian history and related theories, other materials for inclusion in
the curriculum guidelines for the design of a single-semester course syllabus
concerning Southeast Asian history were identified through an extensive litera-
ture review. This paper suggests the adoption of a broad learning approach for
developing future course syllabus regarding Southeast Asian history. Additional-
ly, it is recommended that a syllabus to be divided into four themes: historical
evolution, cross-border movement, cultural exchange, and modern develop-
ment. Although introducing Southeast Asian history as a mandatory courses is
currently difficult in practice, the current senior high school curriculum is flexi-
ble enough to accommodate Southeast Asian history as a featured course or
elective. Providing such a course can offer new immigrants’ children or inter-
ested students a chance to learn Southeast Asian history.

Keywords: history curriculum, Southeast Asian history, tribute system, mandala
system, colonial system
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