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Content Analysis of Ageism in
Children’s Picture Books

Chin-Shan Huang  Shu-Hsin Kuo

Picture books are an important medium for improving preschool children’s
knowledge of elders. Previous studies have highlighted how the age discrimina-
tion prevalent in children's picture books may lead to children adopting negative
stereotypes about aging and elders; such impressions may continue even into
adulthood. Therefore, this study developed rubrics for examining age discrimi-
nation in children’s picture books through content analysis. The findings sug-
gested that older adults are given limited representation in children’s picture
books, and the elderly characters depicted are mostly grandparents. Additionally,
traditional stereotypes concerning the gender and occupation of elders were al-
so identified in the selected books. In terms of physical appearance, elders were
generally described as healthy and energetic individuals with positive personality
traits. However, generational interaction was found to be lacking in the pictures
and contents of the selected book. Additionally, the adjectives used for elders
wetre mostly negative and indicative of age discrimination. Overall, the books
offered a limited understanding and depiction of elders. On the basis of the
study results, some suggestions are proposed to serve as reference for the com-
pilation of children's picture books in the future.
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