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A Comparative Study on Life Education in
Primary School Textbooks of Taiwan and
Singapore: A Case Study of Mandarin
Textbooks

Tsui-Hung Gao  Zhen-Fen Lin  Hui-Ling Chen  Shu-Hui Liao

The objective of this research was to compare the content of life education in
primary school Mandarin textbooks used in Taiwan and Singapore. The com-
parative method in education and content analysis were used to explore the texts
of Kang Hsuan Mandarin Textbook and Mandarin Textbook for Primary
Schools. The main conclusions are as follows: 1. Text stressing
“self-understanding” and “self-actualization” are common in Mandarin text-
books in both Taiwan and Singapore. 2. Both Taiwan and Singapore emphasize
harmonious interaction between people as a means to resolving conflicts arising
from diversity. 3. Although Taiwan has noted the importance of interaction,
Mandarin textbook content centered on individual-group relations while ignor-
ing caring for the disadvantaged. 4. Ecological sustainability is a priority in
Taiwan, but few specific practices could be found in the country’s textbooks. 5.
The importance of human-nature is considered important in Taiwan and Sin-
gapore, but content ratio is not equally distributed. 6. Taiwan pays more atten-
tion to spiritual independence and ultimate care than does Singapore.
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