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Changing Views on Elementary School Life and
Ethics Textbook Curriculum: From the 1975
Curriculum Standards Edition to the 1989
Revised Edition
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Life and Ethics, the moral curriculum for elementary schools, was established in
1968. The 1968 and 1975 Curriculum Standards for this subject emphasized the
indoctrination of values of traditional ethics and the cultivation of habits con-
sistent with a moral life. They treated ethics as fixed and eternal verities. In 1987,
because of political liberalization, the government was urged to reform all irrel-
evant institutions. The Ministry of Education commenced revising the text-
books of elementary and secondary education according to the principles of
adequacy and rationality. The revised edition of Life and Ethics adopted new lay-
out and content. At the same time, it contained an utterly new philosophy of
moral education. By interviewing authors of the 1989 revised edition and ana-
lyzing relevant texts, this study investigates the new philosophy and creative lay-
out. The most significant feature of this edition is that it places emphasis on
thinking and judging moral issues, rather than committing moral norms to
memory. Furthermore, most texts are narratives of ordinary life stories relating
to morality. The authors devise this layout to lead pupils to think critically about
moral issues.
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