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1 Nathan A. Scott, Jr., Negative Capability: Studies in the New Literature and the Religious
Situation (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1969), p. 132.
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2 J. Hillis Miller, “Literature and Religion,” in G. B. Tennyson and Edward E. Ericson, Jr.,
eds., Religion and Modern Literature: Essays in Theory and Criticism (Grand Rapids, MI:
William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1975), p. 43.

3  Robert Hymes, Way and Byway: Taoism, Local Religion, and Models of Divinity in Sung
and Modern China (Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California Press, 2002), pp.
5-12; Robert Ford Campany, Making Transcendents: Ascetics and Social Memory in Early
Medieval China (Honolulu: University of Hawai’i Press, 2009), pp. 32, 40-47.

4 Anthony C. Yu, “Literature and Religion,” in Mircea Eliade, et al., eds., The Encyclopedia
of Religion, vol. 8 (New York: Macmillan Publishing Company, 1987), p. 563.

5  BEFNILEL - £595% Thomas M. Greene $f-F-tHAZ SN 2 B2k A4VE - B0 (John
Donne ) WFEAYEEE - H Thomas M. Greene, “The Poetics of Discovery: A Reading of
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Donne’s Elegy 19,” Yale Journal of Criticism 2.2(1989): 139.
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7  Thomas M. Greene, “The Poetics of Discovery: A Reading of Donne’s Elegy 19,” p. 137.

8 JEEE - ORr#BEIAPRES/NGRLEEEE) o (BE/NSIZE) 77(2005.3):
179-180 -

9 RBHRNILES -2 RE L - H 169 ~171-80 - {Eiit JEEENZ A EREB A E (1535-1596)
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HEEAIRER TGS - 5Fl%:5 > F Richard G. Wang i, The Ming Erotic
Novella: Genre, Consumption, and Religiosity in Cultural Practice (Hong Kong: The
Chinese University Press, 2012), pp. 57-58.
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10 BERSRFAA TR E /NG Ry R AR A 4 BN e 8% > 2 Richard G.
Wang, The Ming Erotic Novella: Genre, Consumption, and Religiosity in Cultural Practice,
pp- 35-37.
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H, Richard G. Wang, The Ming Erotic Novella: Genre, Consumption, and Religiosity in
Cultural Practice, pp. 58-59.
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12 BHRY (FEIBRESE) - (EHESE) PRy T 15 ) /Y EEHIIHSE - & Richard G. Wang,
The Ming Erotic Novella: Genre, Consumption, and Religiosity in Cultural Practice, pp.
119-123, 129-130.
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19 BHRH (EFRES) - (REHE) S NESR TER ) BN REHTEER
H, Richard G. Wang, The Ming Erotic Novella: Genre, Consumption, and Religiosity in
Cultural Practice, pp. 129-134, 136-137.
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21 B LEL > B Richard G. Wang, The Ming Erotic Novella: Genre, Consumption, and
Religiosity in Cultural Practice, pp. 129-130.

22 ARF (GEIEESE) ¥ (BALEC) rREE - BlmE - Ot RE=/ NsE) - B
37-38 ~ 303-304 ; Richard G. Wang, “The Cult of Qing: Romanticism in the Late Ming
Period and in the Novel Jiao Hong Ji,” Ming Studies 33(1994): 12-55.
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Grafting by Subterfuge: Rewriting Erotic Fiction,
Dynasty-Founding and Divine Sanction

Richard G. Wang"

Abstract

This article analyzes the legitimization attempts of Ming dynasty erotic
fiction through the lens of the rewriting of the Ming erotic novellas Wushan
givu AALLIZ# (Marvelous Encounters at the Shaman Mount ) and Tianyuan
qivu K&xZyi (Celestial Destinies Remarkably Fulfilled). In these two works
the legitimization unfolds through the framework of Zhu Yuanzhang’s 2K 0
(Emperor Ming Taizu B KTH; r. 1368-1398) dynasty-founding war. The
concrete method of exhibiting this legitimization in the novellas is the
attainment of immortality by the protagonists and their display of divine
sanction towards Zhu Yuanzhang. Thus, the political legitimacy of the founding
of the Ming dynasty is utilized to verify the credibility of immortality.
Furthermore, it is invoked to reconcile the tension between erotic depictions
and Confucian morals. From a different perspective, this very same effort of

legitimizing erotic fiction, however, also brings about a deeper subversiveness.

Keywords: erotic fiction, immortality, dual desire, founding of the Ming
dynasty, divine sanction, legitimization
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