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Confucian Statecraft and the Notion of Heaven:

An Shifeng’s ZunKonglu and Cases from the Qing

Lu Miaw-fen”

Abstract

This paper aims to study the thoughts of several Ming-Qing Confucians,
including An Shifeng ZZ{HE, (15572-?), Wang Qiyuan FE&5T (?2-?), and
Xu Sanli =18 (1625-1691). Through a close reading of An Shifeng’s
Zunkonglu BEifl§% (Notes on Honoring Confucius), a rare book of the late
Ming neglected by contemporary academia, this paper demonstrates that An
emphasized the importance of Confucian statecraft and the notion of heaven.
Due to heaven being the origin of human beings and having bestowed good
nature onto all people, knowing heaven and behaving according to its
principles are the ultimate goals of Confucian sages’ teachings. According to
An Shifeng, filial piety is not only a form of moral cultivation, but also a
means to serve heaven. He honored Confucius as the delegate of heaven and
the greatest sage in human history, whose teachings were to be the principles
for governance for all generations. An also emphasized power is bestowed
upon rulers by heaven, which, he thought, should not be challenged under any
circumstance.

Similar ideas are able to be found in the works of Wang Qiyuan and Xu
Sanli. Despite a lack of evidence showing a direct relationship between or
mutual influences affecting these Confucians, they certainly share some kind
of intellectual ethos and related concerns. For example, they all criticized
various features of Neo-Confucianism and saw Confucianism as a holistic
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system of heaven, earth, and human affairs, as well as emphasizing the
importance of understanding heaven. This study provides us with not only a
better understanding of Confucianism during the Ming-Qing transition, but
also a precedent to discuss Confucianism in late imperial China.

Keywords: An Shifeng ZZ B, Wang Qiyuan FRJC, Xu Sanli §F =15,
Confucianism, heaven, statecraft





