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An Analysis of Guo Xiang’s Concept of Language
and Method of Interpretation

Gong Yun-heng”

Abstract

Guo Xiang F'%, a metaphysician during the Wei and Jin dynasties,
created a philosophical theory of absolute relativism, restating Zhuangzi’s
concept of spiritual freedom. This took the development of metaphysics to
another level; and perhaps because of this, Guo Xiang’s discoveries and new
conceptions concerning language and thought have been given sparse attention,
being often generalized into an overall theory, and thus, remaining
unacknowledged and not considered as the groundwork of his philosophical
method and interpretation. Hence, a study from the angles of the essence, law,
patterns, and levels of language has yet to be realized on the subject matter.

This paper intends to re-clarify the position and meaning that Guo Xiang
has given to language. Aside from analyzing his views on symbols, phrases,
and writings, as well as presenting this philosophy in a more focused and
well-rounded manner, this article also hopes to further scrutinize Guo Xiang’s
mode of expression. By looking into his inner law of knowledge and seeking
the associations in between, I hope to discover all the possibilities regarding
the classical view of language. Meanwhile, this project also explores whether
Guo Xiang could surpass his doubt for language, and proves that while
agreeing that wang yan ‘=5 (nothing needs to be said if you truly understand
or released from the cage of language) was the approach to self-cultivation, he
could still allow for the existence of classic literatures, which reveals that
speech and silence were no longer contradictory within his ideological system.

* Qong Yun-heng, Professor, Department of Chinese Language and Literature, National

University of Tainan.
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