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The Fading Trace: Chen Mi and His
Disciples in Puyang, Fujian
during the Song-Yuan-Ming Transition

Chang Wei-ling"

Abstract

This article discusses the local activities of Chen Mi [/ (1171-1230)
and his disciples and how they discoursed their own lineage of
Neo-Confucianism in Puyang, Fujian during the Song-Yuan-Ming transition.
Chen Mi was a famous Neo-Confucian and also a close student of Huang Gan
mif (1152-1221) during the mid-Southern Song period. I argue that if his
disciples had extoled this teacher-student relationship, the Neo-Confucian
lineage of Chen Mi would have come to occupy an important position in the
construction of Neo-Confucianism. Although the disciples of Chen Mi became
more active in the Yuan dynasty due to the Ru-household institution 3=l
&, they avoided mentioning Chen Mi during this period since Chen Mi’s clan
had fiercely defended their prefecture during the Song-Yuan transition, which
eventually resulted in the massacre of the Puyang people by the Mongol
military. At the onset of the Ming dynasty, the disciples of Chen Mi started to
re-assert his importance in Neo-Confucianism; however, their efforts were in
vain as local discourse in Puyang had been dominated by another local literati
community which had successfully built connections with the new state. This
case indicates that the process of constructing Neo-Confucianism was highly
unpredictable and filled with uncertainty. While some discourses gradually

occupied significant positions through interpretation and re-interpretation,

* Chang Wei-ling, visting scholar, Department of East Asian Languages and Civilizations,

Harvard University, and scholar on exchange, Fulbright Taiwan.
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others faded away, not because they were insignificant, but simply because
their followers could not sustain discursive power.

Keywords: Song-Yuan-Ming transition, local society, Chen Mi [§ 2%, Neo-
Confucianism, Ru-household £~








