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The Relationship between Malaysia and
Taiwan Buddhism (1992-2017)

Tan Ai Boay* and Toh Teong Chuan**
Abstract

The purpose of this research is to demonstrate the relationship between
Malaysian and Taiwanese Buddhism. Since Taiwanese Buddhism arrived in
Malaysia, has Malaysian Buddhism accepted Taiwanese Buddhism in its entirety,
or has it still retained some of its local flavour? The research begins in 1992, the
year Fo Guang Shan f#)'¢[1] officially established itself in Malaysia. The paper
discusses several aspects of this question: First, a brief account is given of the
development of Chinese Buddhism in Malaysia before the arrival of Taiwanese
Buddhism. The second part of the paper deals with the arrival of Taiwanese
Buddhist organizations, such as Fo Guang Shan, Tzu Chi 24775, Amitabha Buddhist
Society JF5%E &, Dharma Drum Mountain ;&5 ([1, and Liulishan F7¥5(1] among
others, and surveys their distribution. Lastly, this paper probes into how Malaysian
and Taiwanese Buddhism interact, and whether their relationship is ultimately a
cooperative or a competitive one. This research finds that the arrival of Taiwanese
Buddhist organizations has stimulated Malaysian Buddhism, particularly through
their tightness, effectiveness, and ability to rapidly mobilize resources, qualities

Malaysian Buddhist groups have previously lacked.

Keywords: Buddhism in Malaysia and Taiwan, organizational expansion
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