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(Post-) Diaspora Narrative, Cultural Identity,
and the Problem of Identity Orientation:
The Nanyang Writing of Contemporary Mahua Poets

Teoh Kong Tat*
Abstract

This paper discusses contemporary Mahua (F5ZE Malaysian Chinese)
Nanyang (B South Seas) poetry, exploring the relationship between historical
context, cultural identity and writing strategies in these poems. Since the 1990s,
Mahua poets have continued to write on Nanyang themes. These “Nanyang poems”
in the broad sense, are worthy of our attention as a powerful facet of both Chinese
diaspora and Malaysian sinophone literature. This paper begins with a foreword,
which clarifies the meaning of its key terms. The next three sections analyze the
Nanyang poems of You Yipiao J§7LL5H, Chen Dawei [ £ and Lin Jianwen ££
{2, respectively, to understand how historical identity, cultural imagination and
subject are constructed through broader historical and narrower personal family
history narratives from cross-border or counter-memory perspectives. The fourth
section of the paper treats the Nanyang writing in the poems as history and as
theoretical basis to discuss a multiplicity of historical realities, and proposes a
tentative theory using critiques of counter-memory and transnational horizons. The
conclusion attempts to break free of such binary frameworks as local vs diaspora or
anti-diaspora vs secondary diaspora, and proposes the post-diaspora term Nanyang/

Malaysian sinophone.

* Teoh Kong Tat, writer, literary critic.
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