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Variations in Theme and Literary Imagery of
Yuqiao Ji and Lankeshan:
With an Investigation of Revised and Selected
Versions and Kunqu Performance Records

Li Huei-mian™
Abstract

The origins of two anonymous dramas, the Yuan dynasty Zhu Taishou
fengxue yugiao ji (AKSFIREUEHESC Zhu Taishou s Fishing and Woodcutting
in Windy Snow), and the Ming dynasty Lankeshan (#7111 Mount Lanke), lie
in the Zhu Maichen zhuan (4 H 1% Biography of Zhu Maichen) of the Han
Shu (%3 Book of Han). Both dramas tell the story of Zhu Maichen divorcing
his wife. Most dramas based on historical biographies are now lost or missing;
Yugiao ji and Lankeshan are the only extant complete dramas of their kind.
Although they are based on the same historical biography, they differ greatly in
the themes they present and literary imagery they employ. Anthologies of opera
scores since the late Ming and early Qing include revised versions of Yugiao
Ji, retitled as Fuxin ji (& #7aC Carrying Firewood). These anthologies also
include incomplete chapters of Lankeshan as well as records of performances
from the reign of the Qianlong Emperor to the Republican era. Contemporary
opera performances, such as the Shanghai Kunqu Opera Troupe's Lankeshan
and Jiangsu Provincial Kunju Theatre’s Zhu Maichen xiu qi (& 'H B2 (K &
Zhu Maichen Divorces His Wife), are based on a revised, short, yet complete
version of Lankeshan, compiled from six chapters of excerpted highlights, and

are still widely performed today.

*  Li Huei-mian is professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Taiwan University.
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This article analyzes Yugiao ji and Lankeshan from the perspective of
thematic variations and literary imagery. It also investigates how Yugiao ji
was adapted as Fuxin ji in the Ming dynasty, clarifying the confused mixture
of selected and incomplete versions of Fuxin ji and Lankeshan. Further,
this article investigates records of performances published in newspapers
and periodicals from the late Qing to the present. It presents a new way of
understanding the context: exploring diachronic variations on theme, it reveals
the course of development of scholars” plays (wenshi ju L) into worldly
plays (shiging ju 1H15E]), and uses this to elucidate the historical background
and artistic origins of the two complete contemporary versions of Lankeshan

and Zhu Maichen xiu qi.

Keyword: Yugiaoji, Fuxin ji, Lankeshan, Zhu Maichen xiugi, literary imagery






