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By the help of an image
I call to my own opposite, summon all
That I have handled least, least looked upon.
W. B. Yeats, “Ego Dominus Tuus” !
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An Elaboration on the Device of the Mask:
The Indirect Self-Defense in Wu Weiye’s “Zeng Lusheng”

Chien-Ming Chen”
Abstract

Wu Weiye (courtesy name Jungong, art name Meicun, 1609-1672), a
former Ming official, served the Qing court in 1654 and became a disreputable
“official who served two regimes” henceforth. Wu wrote a series of poetry to
express his own feelings. These works were wildly famous for its confessional
sentiment. Furthermore, scholars have pointed out that Wu excelled in the use
of the “device of the mask™ to project image of his inner-self and to mourn
for the vanished Ming dynasty.

However, the literary inquisition in the Shunzhi reign (1644-1661) was
not as strict as that in the later era. Therefore, the usage of “mask” in Wu’s
poetry was not limited to the mourning for the former dynasty. In fact, when
Wu served the Qing, his friend Lu Qingzeng (1604-1680) was implicated
in an examination scandal at the same time. Wu composed a poem “Zeng
Lusheng” (For Mr. Lu), which reveals another possibility as well. After
conducting close readings of the texts, we have a chance to expose the
concealed face of Wu, and to hear his indirect self-defense, even his unspoken
desire.

This paper also revisits Wu’s post-Ming writings in light of “Zeng
Lusheng.” There are two kinds of flowers and puppets appeared in his poems,
through which the poet would be able to express his self-contradictory feelings
symbolically and allegorically. After reexamining the allusions, we find that
the title of the poem “Zeng Lusheng” contains two choices as well: eremitism
and collaboration. And it is rather difficult to differentiate one from the other.

Key words: Wu Weiye, Lu Qingzeng, Ming-Qing transition, mask, self-defense
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