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Discussion on the Multiplicity of the Identical
Finals in Min but from different Rhymes of the
Archaic Chinese

TU Chia-lun”

Abstract

This paper focuses on the multiplicity of the identical finals in Min
but from different rhymes of the Archaic Chinese. I use the method of
strata analysis to differentiate this kind of irregular fimals, and discuss the
mechanism of variations resulted from language contact. The conclusions are
as follows: (1) The identical finals in Min of the archaic rime categories “Zhi,
Wei, Ji 5% 2% ” and “Zhen, Wen, Yuan E X JT ”, which show the critical
structural features of not distinguishing the Qieyun Grades and both from the
rounded and unrounded types of Yunjing, represent the strata resulted from
language contact between the the Archaic Min dialect and the Chu dialect after
the Western Han Dynasty. (2) There is another transitional strata which has the
identical finals of the front-high voewls of the archaic rime categories “Zhi,
may resulted from the analogical variation caused by the competition of
different stratum. (3) The identical finals of the archaic rime categories “Zhen,
Wen, Yuan E. 7T ”, which contain *un and *in, are also due to the analogical
variation caused by the competition of different stratum.

Keywords: Min, the identical finals from different rhymes, analysis of strata,
variation resulted from competition.
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