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The Chronological Stratum of Zhen
Group finals with Low Vowels in Hakka:
Examining Three Hakka Etymologies

Chiang Min-hua™
Abstract

The Zhen # rhyme group finals of Late Middle Chinese all appear
as high vowels in modern Taiwan Hakka, with the exceptions mostly
performing as the blending of Grade I and Grade 111, and the merging of open
and closed mouth; besides these, there are a few irregular characters that tend
to perform as low vowels. These exceptions remind us there should be different
chronological strata for the Zhen group finals in Hakka.

This article investigates the etymologies of three common morphemes in
Hakka, and goes further to prove that there is an earlier chronological stratum
for the Zhen group finals being pronounced as low vowels:

1. The etymology of the morpheme mak7 of the interrogative mak7 ke5 is wu
Y1) from wen fu gie L H51J] of Grade III in the Zhen rhyme group.

2. Pan3, a typical Hakka cake made by steamed rice pulp, the etymology of
which is fen f5; from fang wen gie 73V7)V)] of Grade III in the Zhen rhyme
group.

3. The etymology of the verb phanl ‘to overflow’ in Sixian VUf% Hakka is
pen JE (1) from pu hun gie I3f1)] that belongs to Grade III in the Zhen
rhyme group.

This article also indicates that the low vowel represented in the Zhen
group finals in Hakka forms the chronological stratum which reflects the
fact that Yuan JT , Hun 3% and Hen J& rhymed in the Northern and Southern

* Chiang Min-hua, research fellow, Institute of Linguistics, Academia Sinica.
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Dynasties. Hakka’s predecessor still retained the low vowel -e- in the Qieyun
period. Nowadays, some Hakka speaking areas (e.g., western Fujian) have
more completely retained the low vowel, while in other Hakka speaking areas
(e.g., eastern Guangdong and Taiwan) the low vowel is preserved in only a
small number of common morphemes, which are known as ‘feature characters’

due to the disconnect between the characters and their pronunciations.

Keywords: Hakka, etymology, interrogative, Hakka rice cake, phonological
alternation






