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Phonological Strata Analysis of Shan Group
Cognates in the Chu-Qu Subgroup of Wu Dialects

Lin Bei-shan>l<

Abstract

This paper explores the phonological strata of shan group LI cognates in
the Chu-Qu £ 1% subgroup of Wu dialects. First we establish several phonological
correspondences based on a comparison of morphemes in the group of cognates.
Second, we clarify strata with confining correspondences through different
phonological characteristics. Finally, we discuss the probable historical origin
of each stratum. We conclude that there are six correspondences and three

strata of shan group cognates in the Chu-Qu subgroup.

Keywords: Chu-Qu JZf# subgroup of Wu dialects, shan group (LLif) cognates
in Middle Chinese, strata analysis, comparative method, historical
linguistics
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