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Textual Research on the Original Character
“Tai {£” of Dialect Word for “to bury” in the
Minnan, Puxian, and Mindong Dialects

Hsu Fang-minﬂ<

Abstract

This paper discusses the problematic dialect word ctai “to bury” of
Minnan [#Fg , Puxian ] , and Mindong & dialects. To begin, I explore
dialect words found within both Classical Chinese and modern Hanyu and
propose that tai is the Hanyu cognate fai/tai ( Z / £ ). By employing an ample
and varied amount of evidence, including Classical Chinese, the modern
vernacular, textual research on the original characters of modern dialects,
and “lei tong yinshen % [5] 5[ EF > (analogous extention), this paper enquires
into the corpus of “to bury” of the three dialects and offers the notion “tai
& is still distinguished today from the original form of the character tai
Z .” Furthermore, the pronunciation of tai {& is homologous with the initial
consonant, final, and tone of tai in Minnan, Puxian, and Mindong; the final
“ai” of tai & is a vernacular final belonging to xieshe %% within Minyu [
ZE . Finally, considering the developing theoretical basis for this paper, one
is able to probe the semantic relationship between dialect words and Hanyu
cognates by researching the historical evolutions of the meanings of words and

derivatives of the same types.

Keywords: Minnan dialects, Puxian dialects, Mindong dialects, textual
research on the original character, tai 2, tai &, analogous

extention ZE[E]5 [
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