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The Dissemination and
Adaptation of “Mudan Dengji” :
From Ukibotan Zenden to Gekijyo Botan Doro

Shiau Han-che:n>I<

Abstract

Qu You’s % {5 Jiandeng xinhua BY V& ¥t 55 (New Stories Told while
Trimming the Wick) had been published in 1378 and began circulating in
Japan in the end of the 15th century. In 1666, Asai Ryoi’s ;% I T & Otogi
boko 4%~ (Hand Puppets) was the first adaptation of Jiandeng xinhua, and
Ugetsu monogatari TR H¥Y)EE (Tales of Moonlight and Rain), written by Ueda
Akinari _FFHFkf¥ , marked the peak of adaptation in 1768.

“Mudan dengji” %I F} J& EC is one of the stories which has maintained
immense influence from Jiandeng xinhua. By the end of the 19th century due
to Sanyutei Encho’s = #i% == [B| ¥ Kaidan botan doro & 384 1 E SE (Tales
of the Peony Lantern) and Kawatake Shinshichi 1II's =384 ¥t Kaiidan
botan doro FEEESEHFIREEE |, the story became a well-known work of ghost
fiction. Until now, concerned research has primarily focused on the works of
Asai Ryoi, Ueda Akinari and others from the end of the 19th century.

This paper shifts its attention to works produced in the beginning of the
19th century: Santd Kyoden’s (1| 5 5% {# Ukibotan zenden ;% %t F} 4 {# and
Gekijyo botan dore EX3SAEHEFHESE and Tsuruya Nanboku IV’s VU H#8EZ Fg
1k Okuni gozen kesho no sugatami [ B 18] 5if 1B § 8% (Lady Okuni’s Makeup
Mirror). These three works, published from 1809 to 1810, emphasized tales
of ghosts and the power struggles within aristocratic families as themes, and

*  Shiau Han-chen, assistant professor, Department of Chinese Literature, National Chung
Hsing University.
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through different kinds of performance—such as yomihon A , kabuki %X 5%
% and gokan &4 , created a new vision differing from the original work. This
research first focuses on specific aspects of the works—plot, characters and
illustrations. Secondly, it discusses the differences in target audiences between
the works. Finally, by examining their dissemination and levels of acceptance,
this paper discusses their literary and historical value in an attempt to both
supplement the oversights in research concerning “Mudan dengji” and clarify
the kind of acceptance in the beginning of the 19th century.

Keywords: Jiandeng Xinhua 53)& 56, New Stories Told while Trimming the
Wick, Botan doro 1 F1ESE, The Peony Lantern, Santo Kydden (1]
ER T {H, Tsuruya Nanboku IV POtH-#EEZE FE 1L, Otogi Boko %+,
Hand Puppets





