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RIS R AT B 2R 5= 5 R0 Tk B TR TERAR LAY AR © J2 DAR] DAGR AL
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Mountains and Waters - Correspondence - Morals:
The Aesthetic Order of “Delight in the Mountains”
and “Delight in the Waters” in the Thoughts of
Confucius, Mencius and Xunzi

Tseng Wei-chieh™

Abstract

The dispute between Mencius and Xunzi is a long-standing issue within
studies on Confucianism. This paper considers the possibility of resolving the
confrontation between Mencius and Xunzi by borrowing inspiration from the
words of Confucius: “The wise delight in the waters; the benevolent delight
in the mountains. The wise are active; the benevolent are tranquil. The wise
are joyful; the benevolent are long-lived.” In a modern society with a plurality
of values, no set of theories can or should cover all types of personalities, but
rather, we should seek out the possibility of a “plural truth.” Just as Confucius
has mentioned, people are able to be distinguished as “the wise” or “the
benevolent.” Thus, we may employ the idea of “metaphor” from Chinese
philosophy as the criterion of aesthetic norms to replace the approaches of
Western logic. we do not need to attempt to divide the “benevolent system” and
“wise system” schools of thought based on strict definitions. On the contrary,
we should explore the types of “universe-nature” and “society-economy”
through the thinkers' being and how they lived; and furthermore, by pursuing
how thinkers perceived the reality of landscapes and society, we are able to
integrate their own systems of personality. That is to say, Mencius was deeply
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influenced by Zou-Lu #f} & culture, and by experiencing the “mountain type
of universe-nature” of the Zou-Lu, he was able to finalize the “mountain type
personality”—placing “benevolence,” “tranquility” and “longevity” at the core
of his system; in contrast, Xunzi was profoundly influenced by Qi-Zhao 7%
i culture, and through experiencing the “water (aesthetic) type of universe-
nature” of the Qi-Zhao, he realized the “water (aesthetic) type personality”—
placing “wisdom,” “activity” and “joy” at the heart of the system. Due to their
implied ambiguity and inclusiveness, the “mountain type” and the “water
(aesthetic) type” systems—demarcated by aesthetic embodiment—Dboth
possessed fluidity and the ability to blend, and in this manner, they lacked a
rigidity which could have led to conflict; in other words, their traits facilitated
better interaction within the Confucian system.

Keywords: The wise delight in the waters, The benevolent delight in the
mountains, Confucius, Analects of Confucius, Mencius, Xunzi



