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The Origin and Usages of the Modal Particle Ba #&
Wang Jin-hui”

Abstract

The modal particle b4 BE appeared in the Yuan dynasty. It originated
from the verb ba BE, meaning ‘complete,” within the serial verb construction
of “ V(P) + ha#E” and became a modal particle via the grammatical process
of V(P) + ba (verb) > V(P) + ba (complement) > V(P) + ba (particle). Therein,
the resultative complement b4 was grammaticalized into the modal particle
ba, which was determined by two factors: syntactic position change and the
influence of context. Specifically, the “V(P) + ba (part.)” was required to
appear at the completion of the ending sentence, and the context for use should
be the perfect tense in the negative or the imperative.

This article classifies the usages of the particle ba into fourteen types, and
their pathway of development moved from those of the imperative mood to
the semi-, and finally, to those of the non-imperative mood. Except for pause
usage—which was affected by syntactic structure, all usages, such as being
discret, commanding, requiring, requesting, consulting, urging, advising,
reminding, prohibiting, conjecturing, assuming, inquiring, and conceding,
were formed through context-absorption. Moreover, the formation processes
were conditioned by the original meaning of the verb, which implies ‘to
determine.” This phenomenon reflects the “principle of persistence” within

grammaticalization.

Keywords: Ba &€, Verb, Resultative Complement, Imperative Sentence
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