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Zhou Lan-Ping’s Use of “Music to Convey
Intention” : An Analysis of the Film Score to 4
Wretched Girl in Search of Her Family

Shen Tung”

Abstract

Zhou Lan-Ping A5 (1926-1971) was a rising star in the fields of
Taiwan popular music and film score during the 1950s as Taiwan was being
reborn from its post-war ashes. This paper intends to examine the movie Kunii
xungin ji 15 LEFEC (A Wretched Girl in Search of Her Family; 1958)——
the film score of which was composed by Zhou——and explore the features
of Zhou Lan-Ping’s early film scores in Taiwan before his more widely
recognized work in Hong Kong by the academic community.

A Wretched Girl in Search of Her Family stars then eleven-year-old child
actress Chiang Hsiao-yen (1948- ), who was awarded Best Child Actress
at the Asia Film Festival in 1959 for her leading role as the “orphan” in the
film. This paper first details the historical context leading up to filming and
the techniques utilized by the screenwriter at that time, and then focuses on
the musical composition of Zhou Lan-Ping’s film score by closely examining
three elements: musical material, compositional techniques, and musicscape.
Concerning musical material, this paper presents the original soundtrack and
discovers songs not included in the extant film. These songs demonstrate
Zhou’s adoption of traditional drama material as the leitmotif for the film.

Secondly, Zhou Lan-Ping adroitly employs the compositional techniques of

*  Shen Tung, professor, Graduate Institute of Musicology, National Taiwan
University.
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using “music to convey intention” DA% E &, “music to portray the character”
LI#4E A, and “music to express mood” LIEFF1E to further advance the
narrative. Regarding musicscape, through the core idea of using “music to
convey intention,” Zhou incorporates the songs “Foqu” ffif#l (“Buddhist
Song”) and “Xiaoyanzi” /Nt~ (“Little Swallow”) throughout the entirety
of the film. In doing so, Zhou forms the comparison and contrasts between
masculine ]| and feminine 2%, wholeness and the individual, as well as
filial piety and the orphaned girl’s recollection of her parents, all of which

successfully use music to echo the theme of “orphan.”

Keywords: Zhou Lan-Ping JEB:VE, Film Score, A Wretched Girl in Search of
Her Family, Kunii xungin ji 7 2 Z=$53C, Four Seas Record Publish-
ing Co. PY¥EIE F, “Music to Convey Intention”
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