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The Ideology and Politics of the Chinese

Translation of Fifty Years in China by
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Manipulation theorists assume that translated literature can be correlated with other
“co-systems” of the target culture, including the political system, given its attempt
to adopt specific norms or policies so as to be subservient to the dominant political
ideology. From this perspective, all translations are thought to deploy a certain degree
of manipulation of the source text for a specific purpose. When translations are
subject to the constraints of the ideologies of the translators or patrons in order to fit
the target culture, the translated work will be categorized by the ruling class as being
a legitimate member of this culture’s literary canon. This phenomenon is usually
inseparable from major historical contexts. John Leighton Stuart’s memoir, Fifty
Years in China, is not only a faithful account of what he had witnessed as former U.S.
ambassador to China from 1946 to 1952, but it also records the major political, military
and diplomatic occurrences in China along with his commentary on influential Chinese
political figures. As a steadfast disciple of democratism, Stuart often expresses his
sympathy with the Communist Party while at the same time making clear his detestation
of Communist doctrines. Thus, while the Chinese translation of his memoir quickly
appeared in Taiwan, unsurprisingly it was not until 1982 had it obtained approval for
publication in China. This paper looks closely at the dominant political ideologies and
different forms of patronage that made possible the Chinese translation of Fiffy Years
in China.
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(30

It may be permissible to add a word in conclusion to the effect that the
writer’s personal contacts with General Chiang have led him through
the same stages of opinion as the people of the country have been
described as reaching, resulting in an unquestioning confidence in the
transparent sincerity of Jbis patriotic purpose [emphasis added] and in the
stern purity of his personal life [emphasis added], an admiration tinged
increasingly with affection, and a clear conviction that China is extremely
Sfortunate to have one with his character and capacity actively leading the nation in
this supremely critical period of its rebirth and rebuilding |emphasis added].
(Stuart, 1954, p. 121)
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(B0
Until they had gained nation-wide (mainland) ascendency, the
Communist authorities governed in areas that they controlled with little
manifestation of ftalitarian [emphasis added] inclination; #hey seemed to be
benevolently disposed, tolerant and friendly [emphasis added], on the principle:
live, let live and help live. Their conduct as they moved in 1947, 1948,

and 1949 to victory after victory and took control in region after region

DEBEFIAFRET > BRNERFFIEFFILTRF D TEHERFRS S AT R
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and city after city was indeed that of we//-disposed liberators |emphasis
added]. And such it continued to be until they had established their
domination over the mainland. In those days there came from China
and from various “experts” many glowing reports [emphasis added]
regarding the Communists. A large number of foreign Diplomats,
businessmen and missionaries were confident that #he new regime was and
wonld be a great improvement on the old |emphasis added]. (Stuart, 1954, pp.
282-283)
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