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Analysis of Multicultural Topics Regarding
“Civics and Society” Textbooks for High
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This study explored how multicultural topics are articulated in “Civics and Soci-
ety” textbooks for high schools. Qualitative content analysis was adopted to an-
alyze five versions of the textbooks edited based on the 2010 national high
school curriculum guidelines regarding civics and society. The findings of the
study are as follows. First, the discourse contexts of the interpretation of plu-
ralistic culture reification were classified into three patterns: different, different
but the same; same, same but different; and salad bowl. Second, the discourse
framework of cultural forms emphasized Han ethnocentrism in Taiwan, but
concepts of cultural hybridity emerged in some versions. Third, the conceptual
framework of cultural hierarchy put more emphasis on racial issues than on so-
cial class and gender issues. Fourth, the definition of multiculturalism in the
textbooks adopted a left-wing approach, but the interpretation of the practice
of multiculturalism employed a right-wing approach that did not discuss the
structures of prejudice and discrimination. This integration gap led to difficulty
in achieving the practices of multicultural revolution.
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