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The Correspondence between Principle and Rite:
Chong Che-du’s Philosophy of Statecraft

Liu Jhih-ching*
Abstract

Chong Che-du Z[7% >} is the most important of Korea’s Yangmingist [5
HHE thinkers. He espoused the school’s ideas and fought for its integrity at a
time when Zhu Xi’s <= doctrines were regarded as orthodox and dominated
the intellectual climate. Though primarily a philosopher, Chong is also
concerned with statecraft, a preoccupation whose roots also lie in
Yangmingism. In four parts, this essay explores how Chong’s concept of
“mind as principle 0, E[IEE” forms the foundation of his philosophy of
statecraft, shedding new light on this figure. Part one provides a literature
review of the significance of Chong’s philosophy of statecraft; part two
analyzes Chong’s Yangmingist inheritance, which is also the starting point of
his own philosophy of statecraft; part three shows the correspondence between
principle ¥ and rite &, describing two components from which Chong
constructs his philosophy of statecraft: “mind as principle” and “principle as
rite”; part four draws some conclusions.

Keywords: mind as principle, statecraft, neo-Confucianism, ritual studies,
Chong Che-du #[7% 2], Choson Korea

*  Liu Jhih-ching is an associate professor in the Department of Chinese at Hubei University of
Economics, Wuhan.



