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Biography and the Concept of Genre Differentiation:
The Process of Categorizing Internal Conflicts

Wong Chi-hung and Wu Tsz-wing Giovanna*

Abstract

Since ancient times in China, the development of theories of literary
genre has been very closely connected with the compilation of literary
anthologies. Historically, editors of general anthologies have defined the
characteristics of literary genres in three ways: through genre classifications, in
prefaces to each style, and by the selection of works. The traditions of
anthology making and genre differentiation provide a unique viewpoint for
explaining the birth and fate of the various genres. This research extends the
scope of current studies, probing understandings of biography viewed from
the perspective of genre differentiation. Exploring works from Wenyuan
yinghua Z3E355%E to Wenzhang bianti huixuan CEEHHEE =5, this paper
reveals that biography is not, as commonly perceived, only a genre for
recording the lives of historical figures and emphasizing the facts; in the
process of genre differentiation, “pseudo biography” and fictional
elements become established fact, and an indispensable part of the genre.

Keywords: biography, genre differentiation, pseudo-biography, fiction, literary
anthology, genre awareness
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