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Research on the Text “Chen Gong Zhi Bing”
Published in the Shanghai Museum Cor pus (Vol. 9)

Gau You-ren*

Abstract

The text “Chen Gong zhi bing [§/Y65,” included in volume 9 of the
Shanghai bowuguan cang Zhanguo Chu zhushu (_F )& 488 ek ik B 28 7 =&
Warring States period bamboo dlips held in the Shanghai Museum), is a
document equal in importance to “Cao mo zhi zhen &£~ [i” because of its
great value in military research, pre-Qin history and paleography.

“Chen Gong zhi bing” records a story about the state of Chu %% during
the Warring States Period. According to the text Chu was in a state of unrest,
but after a military campaign launched by the king of Chu, the situation
gradually stabilized. In order to bring further stability to the country, the king
of Chu then decided to hold a military parade as a show of military strength.
But seeing the disorderliness of his troops during hunting, the king
commanded Duke Chen to instruct them in the skills of marching: how to
advance, stop, turn left, turn right, stand, sit, etc. Duke Chen also used Chu's
important military successes as examples to clearly explain the importance of
continuous reinforcement during battle. He also believed that troop formations
must adapt to changing external conditions.

This article focuses on different aspects of “Chen Gong zhi bing,”
including its textual sequence, bamboo strip form, scribe’s handwriting, and

* Gau You-ren is an assistant professor in the Department of Chinese Literature at National
Central University, Chungli.
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philology.
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