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The Concept of the Soul in a Ritual Context:
Re-exploring the Prevailing View during the Spring and
Autumn and Warring Sates Periods

Tseng Lung-sheng®

Abstract

The concept of the soul as expressed in the classical works of early China,
the Liji ¥&2c, Chuci 2£&¥, and Zuozhuan /{5, was one that existed in aritual
context. By restoring the concept of the soul presented in these texts to its
original ritual context, this study finds that a collision of views of the soul did
occur in northern and southern China in the 6th century B.C., but that this
collision did not result in the transformation of the prevailing concept from the
monistic hun/po /i to the dualistic hunpo, as proposed by Yu Ying-shih
F3eHE in the 1980s. The monistic concept of the soul was still prevalent
during the Spring and Autumn and Warring States periods. This collision of
views, of course, was not without some profound consequences. It transformed
the northern monistic conception of the soul from the po soul to the
hun/hun-po soul. The idea of the hun soul not only continued to be popular in
the south, its influence also began to prevail in the north. This prevalence of
hun in the north forced an enormous shift in the meaning of po, with po
becoming associated with the body instead of the soul. The prevalence of the
monistic conception of the soul during the Spring and Autumn and Warring
States periods was the conceptua basis for performing ancestral sacrifices at

* Tseng Lung-sheng is a Ph.D. student in the Department of History and the Center for Research
on Local Historical Documents at Xiamen University.
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the ancestral temple and not the tomb, and burials in nested coffin structures as
opposed to chamber burials.

Keywords: Spring and Autumn and Warring States periods, soul, ancestral
sacrificial rites, funeral rites, rites to summon the hun-soul



