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A Rich and Interactive World of Meaning:
Interpreting Ma Yifu’s Theory
of the Inter-Constitution of the Six Arts

Liu Leheng*

Abstract

Ma Yifu (1883-1967) was one of the founders of New Confucianism #r{z¢
. His basic ideas are embedded in his Theory of the Six Arts + i;iﬁﬁ%, in which
the Six Arts constitute a matrix of meaning that attempts to resolve the crisis of a
loss of meaning in modern China and even human society in general. Upon this
foundation, Ma Yifu develops his Theory of the Inter-constitution of the Six Arts,
which presents the idea that the Six Arts exercise mutual control over each other.
This paper analyzes Ma Yifu’s treatment of Confucian education in the Six Arts
and discusses the implications of his Theory of the Inter-constitution of the Six

Arts, revealing its contemporary value.

Keywords: Ma Yifu f,— 1%, Theory of the Six Arts, inter-constitution, ontological
feelings and emergence (gan xing &%), image observation (guan

xiang #143), New Confucianism
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