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On the Phonological Thinking and Design Principles
in Pan Lei’s Leiyin

Wang Sung-mu*

Abstract

Pan Lei’s 3‘{‘[% (1646-1708) work Leiyin ifﬁ?”,is a hybrid treatise on
classified rhymes, which attempts to reconcile historic and regional differences in
Chinese phonology by constructing an ideal phonological system. Most research
by contemporary scholars discusses Leiyin from the perspective of phonological
history, using modern Wujiang i dialects as a reference point to explain the
technical terms, fangie ™~ ~"J, and phonological system used in the book. This
objective approach sometimes excessively simplifies and objectifies Pan’s Leiyin,
not only failing to consider his original phonological insights but also misreading
or over-interpreting the text. This makes this text worthy of re-examination and
further consideration.

Focusing on Pan Lei’s Leiyin, and referring to Fauconnier and Turner’s
blended space theory, this paper first examines Pan’s conceptual structure and
phonological thinking; second, it observes how Pan utilizes the concepts of yin/
yvang ([%/F high/low register), ging/zhuo (J§/1# voiceless/voiced consonants),
and ging/zhong (HE;:‘/E[ unstressed/stressed syllables) in his phonological models,
fangie design and phonological system; and finally, the author attempts to strip
away the subjective influence of classified rhyme phonologists to restore the
original phonological system.

Keywords: history of phonological thought, dengyun %V?ZEL Pan Lei iﬁ% , Leiyin
iiflf', , design principles

* Wang Sung-mu is a professor in the Department of Chinese at National Kaohsiung Normal

University.



