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Theories of Confucian Orthodoxy in the Early
Northern Song: Focusing on Shi Jie’s Cu Lai Ji

Lin Bao-chuan*

Abstract

This paper focuses on Shi Jie’s 7 /7 theories of Confucian Orthodoxy,
and through a survey and analysis of Cu Lai ji ' # 5, his collected writings,
attempts to show how he constructed his theories and describe the openness and
innovation at their core.

The openness of Shi Jie’s discourse on Confucian Orthodoxy is his
argument that there should be no single highest authority over the lineage of
sages and virtuous men, nor should Sun Fu 7 & be considered the sole Song
dynasty successor to the Confucian Orthodoxy.

The innovation in Shi Jie’s discourse lies in his dual-layered model. Having
established his lineage of sages and virtuous men using documentary sources
such as the “Xici zhuan EREE[H,

'FUEL” he then strictly distinguishes between the sages and the virtuous men,

LR N3 oy

Gujin ren biao ‘Ff[ 4~ 3> and “Yuan dao

believing that the duty of a sage is to establish cultural practices while the duty of
a virtuous man is to implement or to promote them. The core essence of Shi Jie’s
discourse on Confucian Orthodoxy is a conceptual cycle of bo (#]] damage) and
fu (& recovery), and his unique dual approach characterized by the concepts of
wang/shuncheng 1=/"FI#=and fu/guifan (1€/45% coming back/returning).

Keywords: Confucian Orthodoxy, Shi Jie 7 /7, Cu Lai (' %, Mengzi = ~", Han
Yu FE]

*  Lin Bao-chuan is a Ph.D. candidate in the Department of Chinese Literature at National Taiwan
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