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The Concepts of Dao and Wu in Fang Yizhi’s
Commentary on the Zhuangzi

Deng Keh-ming*

Abstract

In recent years, Fang Yizhi’s ﬁBJ‘}?ﬁ' relationship to the Zhuangzi
has greatly interested scholars. Fang reinterprets the Zhuangzi from a unique
viewpoint and is highly critical. His commentary connects Confucianism,
Buddhism, and Daoism, and deals with many themes. This paper intends to
explore Fang’s amendment and reappraisal of the Zhuangzi, especially with
regard to the concepts of dao i and wu 1.

Fang Yizhi advocates the view that “material itself is the dao” and describes
the different qualities of the dao in traditional terms such as xin =, gi 3, li
L, ziran PR, and taiji “~1. At the same time, he insists that it is necessary
to thoroughly examine the regularity of the Myriad Things (F'JJ?’J wanwu) in
order to grasp the ineffable significance of the dao. Generally speaking, Fang’s
way of expressing his arguments is not quite the same as that used in traditional
scholarship, and possesses special connotations. The author explains the
characteristics and grounds of Fang’s interpretation as set out in his commentary
on the Zhuangzi, and evaluates his achievements in order to both understand his

scholarly contribution and identify related problems.

Keywords: Fang Yizhi #I'] ”“FP, Zhuangzi =", dao 3¢, wu 1, qi %

* Deng Keh-ming is a professor in the Department of Chinese Language and Literature at National

Chi Nan University.






