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The Warring States Manuscript “Cheng Zhi Wen
Zhi” and a Problematic Passage in the
Book of Documents

Huang Kuan-yun*

Abstract

This study concerns the Shangshu (PL]?} Book of Documents) text “Jun Shi”
T\#% and a controversial sentence from that text: {£ [F:ﬂj‘ 7 i/l “[King Wu]
looked at them and grandly and entirely set forth their virtues.” Scholars disagree
about the meaning of the sentence, particularly the character [F:[', which some
read as mao HE “to look down” (tentatively accepted for the translation above),
while others read as mao 7% “to strive for.” Using quotations of the Shangshu
in the newly excavated Warring States manuscript “Cheng zhi wen zhi” 5%V [H]
7, the “Fuguo” Hy[$ of the Xunzi =", and the Shuowen jiezi Fi¥ i, this
study shows that the reading of mao “to strive for” is supported by the earliest
evidence. This helps us to not only considerably revise Bernhard Karlgren’s
authoritative translation and overall interpretation of the “Jun Shi,” but also
to uncover additional evidence from the Shangshu that reveals a more general

context for understanding the “Jun Shi” passage.

Keywords: excavated texts, “Cheng zhi wen zhi” %% 1V [§].V, Book of Documents,

Xunzi t)=", Shuowen jiezi FI¥ #2-}", writing practices
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