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The Rule of the Rites and the Doctrine of the
Rectification of Names: The Moral Grammar of
Confucian Political Legitimacy Based on the Order
of Human Relationships

Lin Yuan-tse*

Abstract

This paper illustrates the core concepts of Confucian political philosophy
by comparing Confucius’s idea of the rule of the rites with the Western concept
of a democratic state under the rule of law. Interpreting Confucius’s doctrine
of the rectification of names as a theory of communicative action, the author
explores the foundation of Confucian political legitimacy in the order of human
relationships, viewed in this paper as being the moral grammar of a form of
social constitutionalism. This interpretation allows us to explain how Confucius

justifies political legitimacy in a ritual society.
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