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The Divina Commedia of Dante (1265-
1321) revealed behind its mediaeval
theology the mind of an individual cut
after no pattern; and in that colossal work
and in the Vita Nuova he built up the
national language—always the first step
towards emancipation. (p. 19)

22
23
24
25

il 15+ 1918 % 10 ] 9 1+ Fr 241 -
(FIF) 972P1 1917 % 6 7 19 1

(HIE') 571P] 2 19125 97| 26 1 71199 -

» F1 527 -
RS R - A R (ER) %) RETERTICT (HF0) = (i =

ﬁ’,,ﬁ“{;} podde fL (Y &) BT5 > FI 133-137 ¢

26
(New York: H. Holt and Company, 1914).

FITNG[R ST (F 'FQ} T2 14 (F1527-5629) > I'| % Edith Helen Sichel, The Renaissance



226

IR Y 31 H 5T 1 1

B & A2 T # A & 4 # (Petrarch,
1304-1374) A & & # (Boccaccio,
1314-1375) MA ° K KRG T E >
IHG% o s RAREEG > ALAT
G EFRATRM  BAAS o
R IHKT LATE I3 RlE—
B BUBEEZ £ T mik
ERALE o

He [Dante] was succeeded by Petrarch
(1304-1374) and Boccaccio (1313-1375),
two complete men of the Renaissance
before their time: Petrarch, almost the first
collector, and the loving student of Latin
manuscripts, the Christian who adored the
pagan thinkers, who said he stood between
Augustine and Virgil (the fragmentary
Virgil of those days, for no complete Virgil
saw light till 1469); Boccaccio, the frank
child of beauty and the senses, whose starry
meadows and green-robed, myrtle-wreathed
ladies foreshadow the painters to come;
whose vivid, marvellous prose continued
the work of Dante and helped to mould the
mother-tongue. (p. 20)
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1405-1472) # > W 54 o L 35k
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This was Leon Battista Alberti
(1405-1472), architect, builder, painter,
musician, poet, scholar and mathematician;
(p. 56)... He developed, he defended his
mother-tongue. A dead language, he
averred, cannot suffice for a living nation,
and reluctantly leaving the niceties of his
cherished Latin, he used his native Tuscan
and revived old Tuscan literature, thus
aiding national growth and preparing the
way for Lorenzo. (p. 58)
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And two poets at least would be hard to
forget—Poliziano and Lorenzo de’ Medici.
The originality of both lay chiefly in the
fact that they revived the vernacular; that
they continued what Dante, Petrarch,
Boccaccio, had begun, and sought to
restore their language to its due dignity. (p.
76)
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Nevertheless he [Cardinal Bembo] rendered
real service to literature, for, lover of the
classics though he was, he saw the worth
and the beauty of the Italian vernacular
and carried on the work of Poliziano. His
Defence of the Vulgar Tongue showed him a
more suitable guardian of the language than
of the faith. (p. 101)
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SRR F —H 9 “La défense et
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But the only name worth remembering in
the first half of the sixteenth century is that
of Clement Marot, the writer of natural
poetry as opposed to that of erudition,
and in so far the successor of the bigger

% | Francois Villon (1431-?), and of the more

attractive Charles d’Orléans (1391-1465).
(pp. 220-221),..It was for Marguerite de
7| Savoie, her niece and a weaker version of
herself, to be the patron of the Pleiade, that
group of seven poets who inaugurated a
new poetic era. They were led by Pierre de
Ronsard (1524-1585) and by Joachim Du
Bellay (1525-1560); and this movement
which renewed French poetry might never
have been but for the lucky chance of a
meeting at a country inn, where Ronsard,
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the princely poet bred at Court, met Du
Bellay, the Cardinal’s poor relation. Here it
was that they sat and talked about poetry,
and laid down the lines of their project—
the revival of the French language. (p.
224).. . Their manifesto was published
in 1550, in the shape of Du Bellay’s
Hllustration de la langue frangaise. “The
noblest work of their (the Romans’) State. .
could not hold out against the blows of
Time without the aid of their language,”
says the author. (p. 227)

(10) Rl B A # & % (Rabelais, 1500-1553)
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Sometimes Rabelais is conscious of his
allegory, sometimes he is not. He has tried
to cram the whole of life into his book,
and naive tales and subtle undercurrents
lie bedded in the inchoate mass. The first
of the books is the chronicle of the Giant
Gargantua, son of the Giant Grandgousier;
the remaining four tell the education and
adventures of Gargantua’s son, Prince
Pantagruel...(p. 198)

(11) #a k%A £9 (Montaigne, 1533-
1592) # > # (4 ) (Essay) >
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Michel De Montaigne, the first Essayist
(1533-1592), had no wish to transform
it, he only developed it to the full and
applied it with unbounding sincerity, thus
presenting the world not with new thought,
but with old thought looked at by a new
thinker. His Essays, first published in 1595,
under the guise of easy talk and anecdote,
were the exposition of a philosophy made
up of elements apparently inimical. (p. 207)
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How can poetry, the essence of which is beauty, be produced in a language
which has long been the language of the lowly and the vulgar and has never been
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But how could poetry which is the essence of beauty be produced in a language
which has long been that of the low and vulgar and has never been polished by
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On the Origin and Function of Hu Shih’s Narrative
of the Chinese Renaissance

Lee Kwai Sang*

Abstract

Hu Shih FLIF—J%;E}, praised as “the Father of the Chinese Renaissance,” often
juxtaposes the Chinese New Culture Movement and the European Renaissance.
Many scholars have thus tended to examine this analogy from the perspective of
comparative history, evaluating the appropriateness of Hu’s view through close
examination of the similarities and the differences between these two cultural
movements. However, the Orientalist research of recent years reminds us that
Hu’s Renaissance narrative not only concerns the events of a designated period
of European history, but is also an imaginary metaphor constituting part of Hu’s
own experience of the New Culture Movement. Scrutinizing this metaphor’s
origin, meaning and function from an alternative perspective can undoubtedly
help address the shortcomings of past comparative historical studies.

In view of this, this article attempts to elucidate the process by which Hu
constructs his discourse of the Chinese Renaissance, as well as the narrative
function of such a discourse. It first revisits Hu’s experience of reading Edith
Sichel’s book, analyzing his hermeneutical approach to acquiring the European
Renaissance, and then explores the academic exchanges between Hu and Philippe

de Vargas, with a focus on their different views of the Chinese Renaissance.

* Lee Kwai Sang is an associate professor in the Department of Literature and Cultural Studies at

the Hong Kong Institute of Education.
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This research clarifies the meaning and function of Hu’s notion of the Chinese

Renaissance, deepening the investigations carried out in recent related studies.

Keywords: Hu Shih F‘f—]ﬁ, Chinese Renaissance, New Culture Movement, Edith
Sichel, Philippe de Vargas



