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The Tiansheng Statutes and the “Tang-Song
Transformation” Hypothesis

Kao Ming-shih*

Abstract

The discovery of several new important documentary sources during
the 20th century opened up new fields of historical studies. At the turn of this
century, the discovery that has drawn the most attention is that of the remnants of
the only surviving Ming dynasty copy of the Tiansheng Statutes =2 »?J, found
in the Tianyi Pagoda =-— [¥] Library in Ningbo #i}¥.

Compiled in the Northern Song dynasty, the Tiansheng Statutes originally
spanned thirty volumes, of which only the last ten volumes remain, comprising
twelve chapters. Each chapter is split into two parts. At the end of the first half of
each chapter is written the following: “the above is based on the old text but has
now been revised according to the new system”; these sections are the Northern
Song dynasty Tiansheng Statutes, of which a total of 293 entries remain (not
including a further 10 appended entries). At the end of the second part of each
chapter is the remark: “the above legal statutes are now invalid”; these are Tang
dynasty statutes, of which only 221 entries remain. This gives a total of 514
entries.

A team of scholars at the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Institute

of History has been tasked with reconstructing the Tang dynasty statutes based

* Kao Ming-shih is an emeritus professor in the Department of History at National Taiwan

University.
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on the remaining Northern Song dynasty Tiansheng Statutes. Additionally,
since 1999 more than 200 related research articles have been published. At the
International Conference on the Tiansheng Statutes in 2009, 1 suggested that
this proliferation of research on the Tiansheng Statutes marked the beginning of
“Tiansheng Statutes Studies,” a new field of research in its own right.
Compilation of the Tiansheng Statutes was completed in 1029, but they
were not published and implemented until the completion of the Fulingchi
([fﬁ—ﬁ i Appended Rescripts) and Tiansheng bianchi (j\i{{;‘;@%@f Tiansheng
Compendium of Rescripts) in 1032. The Tiansheng Statutes we see today
represent only one third of the original Tang and Song statutes. However, they
still clearly demonstrate the ending of the Tang legal system and the transition
to and emergence of the new Song legal system. This fragment of the Tiansheng
Statutes provides us with a very clearly-defined earliest date for the so-called
“Tang-Song transformation” hypothesis, whose importance should not be
overlooked in terms understanding the political, social and economic systems of

the times.

Keywords: Tiansheng Statutes :\E.P—?J, Tiansheng Statutes Studies, Tang-Song

transformation hypothesis, Fulingchi [ *'&j &, Tiansheng bianchi =

I






